Nonthrombotic proliferative vasculopathy associated with antiphospholipid antibodies: A case report and literature review.
A 20-year-old man presented with recurrent hemoptysis for seven months. A small subpleural nodule in his right lower lobe was found and excised surgically. Based on the presence of antiphospholipid antibodies (aPL) and vascular wall hypertrophy without vasculitis or an intraluminal thrombus, nonthrombotic proliferative vasculopathy (NTPV) affecting pulmonary arteries was diagnosed. Recently, aPL have been postulated to directly induce the proliferation of vascular cells in the intima and media, leading to NTPV. We review 5 cases of NTPV-associated aPL with critical ischemia in the lower extremities and gastrointestinal infarction. NTPV-associated aPL might be distinct from classic antiphospholipid syndrome and should be considered in aPL-positive patients who present with vascular occlusions of medium-sized vessels in the absence of atherosclerotic risk factors and systemic or local inflammation.